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MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 25, 2014 
 

Chairperson Scott Wilson called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.  Present for the Board of 

Selectmen meeting were Doug Sears, Vice Chair; James Wentworth, Clerk and Board Members, 

David Gay and Todd Johnson.  Richard Montuori, Town Manager and Attorney Charles Zaroulis 

were present.   

 

 

Tax Hearings: Lowell Transportation; Tewksbury Auto Repair Company, LLC; and  

Skewer’s Wood Grill 

Mr. Montuori reported that all hearings were cancelled due to business owners obligations being met 

with the Town.   

 

 

Tax Hearing: Long’s Kitchen  
Hearing took place beginning at 7:33 p.m.  No representatives from this establishment were present 

for the hearing.  In a letter dated January 29, 2014 addressed to Long’s Kitchen at 1866 Main Street, 

Tewksbury, the establishment was notified personal property taxes were owed at that time in the 

amount of $740.00 from 2012.  This letter was sent first class mail.  Options from Town Counsel to 

the Board of Selectmen were to suspend the license, revoke the license or do nothing and table the 

discussion to the next regular meeting.  Board members discussed suspension as of March 1, 2014 

unless Long’s Kitchen acted upon their debt before this date.  The Town Manager was directed to 

contact the tax payer with a hand delivered letter and to send a registered letter. 

 

MOTION: Mr. Johnson made the motion to suspend the Common Vitctullar License for Long’s 

Kitchen effective close of town business Friday, February 28, 2014 at 4:30 p.m. unless 

the outstanding personal property tax is paid in full by such time in the amount of 

$745 or the current balance paid to date; seconded by Mr. Sears and the motion 

carried 5-0.  

 

 

Representative Lyons and Representative Miceli 
Representative Lyons and Representative Miceli were unable to attend due to a scheduling conflict. 

This meeting has been postponed to March 11, 2014
 
with a time to be determined.  

 

Mr. Johnson noted he drafted a list of items which have surfaced during the budget process.  It is not 

an all encompassing list, but would like the Chair’s permission to submit the list to the State 

Representatives ahead of the March 11
th

 meeting.  The Chair agreed. The Board also noted a 

meeting has been held with Senator Finegold; and that he is welcome to join the meeting on March 

11, but it is not necessary. 
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Residents 

Mr. Wilson opened the hearing up to the public, no one present came forward to speak. 

 

 

New Business 

VFW & Ladies Auxiliary Post #8164—request for Poppy Drive approval 
 

MOTION: Mr. Sears made the motion to approve request for the VFW & Ladies Auxiliary Post 

#8164 to conduct their Annual Poppy Drive from May 22, 2014 to May 24, 2014; 

seconded by Mr. Gay and the motion carried 5-0.  

 

 

Stephen M. Powers—Disclosure by Municipal Employee 

The Chair noted additional information is needed and requested to table until next meeting. 

 

MOTION: Mr. Sears made the motion to table the employee disclosure for Stephen M. Powers to 

March 11, 2014; seconded by Mr. Johnson and the motion carried 5-0.  

 

 

Town Manager 

Town Counsel Invoices for December 2013 and January 2014 

 

MOTION: Mr. Sears made the motion to approve Town Counsel Invoices for December 2013 in 

the total amount of $9223.64 as recommended by the Town Manager; seconded by Mr. 

Gay and the motion carried 5-0.  

 

 

Capital Improvement Plan 
Mr. Montuori noted to the Board that the Capital Improvement Plan still in draft form.  He needs to 

confirm with DPW Superintendent on a couple of items and will complete the report as soon as 

possible.  He is working to present the plan at the March 11
th

 meeting.  Mr. Montuori apologized for 

not being ready tonight, but would like to meet with each board member before presenting. 

 

In summary the big items are fire trucks, DPW projects, upgrades to the water treatment plant, water 

distribution upgrades, mapping for storm water, and heavy equipment purchases.  In full disclosure, 

Mr. Montuori made clear the town will not be able to complete all of the proposed projects, but he 

would like to present everything on the table so residents will understand what is needed.  Future 

improvements for FY17 will be for fire turnout gear, a ladder truck and improvements to the Center 

Fire Station. 

 

Board members asked also for a recap of the FY14 Capital Improvement Plan when the FY15 plan is 

presented.   

 

Mr. Montuori also reminded board members and residents that without Chapter 90 money, the town 

wouldn’t be able to pave streets or build salt shed as needed.  
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Water & Sewer Enterprise Funds 

Mr. Montuori distributed supporting documents to the town’s water and sewer enterprise funds.  

Tonight is the first time board members have seen the numbers and they are still in draft form. 

 

Sewer fund was noted not having much change.  Presently, water rates will potentially increase at 

4% and he will seek funding for the water treatment plant improvements in the amount of $8M.  

This will impact the budget for debt service.  There is a reduction in water flow coming out of the 

plant.  Could possibly increase at 2% to 3% but will need to continue to work the DPW 

Superintendant and the Finance Director.  Revenue projections are at a 3% increase and were not far 

off.  Sewer is expected to have a 13% increase. Sewer revenues were projected at a 13% increase, 

not due to a budget increase; it was projected at this rate due to a change in sewer assessments with 

the sewer project.  Revenue for FY14 is currently projected at $850,000 and will drop off to 

$150,000 in FY15.  A formal presentation will take place on this item at the March 11
th

 meeting, and 

then Mr. Montuori will present to the Finance Committee immediately following.  
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Other business 

Mr. Montuori took a few minutes to explain about problem with the town purchasing salt.  Every 

community in the state is in same position.  There is a major salt shortage.  Dropping more sand isn’t 

the cure as salt is needed to melt the ice.  The snow and ice deficit for Tewksbury is currently at 

approximately $500,000.  The town sets aside $600,000 annually, this has become more standard 

practice as in previous years, and then uses free cash for the remainder.  The Selectmen gave sincere 

appreciation for moving this account forward to a better position. 

 

 

Approval of Minutes February 11, 2014 (regular and executive session)  

The February 11
th

 meeting minutes were not complete to be presented. 

 

 

Board Member Reports 

Douglas Sears: 

 Would like overview of the cost of public safety to the Tewksbury Hospital 

 Requested a status on the old police station; could it be a site for housing or could it be used 

for a nonprofit.  Mr. Montuori was not sure as it is a state-owned land. 

 Lease for the cell town at the South Fire Station runs out in 2015 or 2016 and at that time 

would it be taken down and moved to the empty field adjacent to the station.  Mr. Montuori 

noted that is the intention with the new lessee. 

 

David Gay: 

 Public Events Committee has received a communication from the Town of Wilmington that 

they are not able to accommodate working with Tewksbury for the 4
th

 of July fireworks 

display.  The PAC is holding a fundraiser this Friday, February 28
th

 at the Tewksbury 

Country Club to benefit the Memorial Day parade and fireworks display for the 4
th

 of July 

celebration.  A Harvest Festival is being planned in September 2014 for another fundraising 

activity. 

 

 

Todd Johnson: 

 Green Committee meeting scheduled to meet but due to snow was postponed and will 

reschedule in the next few weeks. 

 EDC Process Review Committee met at 6 p.m. last night; still in beginning stages; Mr. 

Sadwick was a guest attendee. 

 

 

James Wentworth: 

No report 

 

 

Scott Wilson:  

 Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee meeting and still moving forward 
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 Officers have been named for the Town Center Master Plan Committee; Brian Charron is 

Chair and Jonathan Ciampa is Vice Chair.  Looking forward to meetings over next few 

months. 

 Deep sadness today on the loss of a TMHS student.  A letter has been sent home from Dr 

O’Connor.  This is a time for parents to take extra caution with their children; take time to 

connect on the loss of a classmate. 

 

 

************* 

The next regularly scheduled Selectmen’s Meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 11, 2014  

at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Adjournment 

 

MOTION: Mr. Gay made the motion for the Board to adjourn at 7:51 p.m.;  

Mr. Sears seconded, and the motion carried 5 to 0.   

 

 

 

Approved by the Board of Selectmen on March 25, 2014 


